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Outreach Program Plans to Go Mobile 

Thanks to a generous donation made possible with help from Commander Willie Vera of the 

Narcotics Task Force, the Robert J. Kleberg Public Library has acquired a retired ambulance 

from the Kingsville Fire Department. The library will be converting the ambulance into a 

bookmobile to conduct outreach programs. With technology becoming prevalent in many areas 

of library service, the library is now including its various technology resources as part of its 

outreach program. Library Director, Robert Rodriguez, has assigned Joey Garcia, Information 

and Technology Librarian, to oversee the conversion of the vehicle. When in service, the vehicle 

will be called the Robert J. Kleberg Express Library. The Friends of the Library and the 

Woman’s Club of Kingsville have been approached for financial assistance.  The Friends are 

considering funding part of the expenses needed for painting the library’s logo and other 

graphics on the vehicle’s exterior, and the purchase of two rugged computer laptops. Joey Garcia 

will be approaching Dr. Larry D. Peel, from the Department of Mechanical & Industrial 

Engineering at Texas A&M University Kingsville, in hopes of getting advice, direction or 

assistance from the engineering students on how to 

redesign the cabin’s workspace to make it more 

conducive as a bookmobile. The library wants to retrofit 

the cabin to handle Wi-Fi technology, shelving for 

books, and cabinets for non-print media and equipment. 

The primary goal of the outreach program is to “go 

mobile” throughout its service area. The aim is to reach 

residents within Kleberg County who are not physically 

or financially able to visit the library.  The library also 

wants to expand its current outreach programs to area 

residents and parochial and public school students. One 

of the most important service sites will be Sarita, Texas in Kenedy County, as the community 

does not have a public library for its residents. Kenedy County Commissioners’ Court pays the 

Kleberg Public Llibrary an annual fee to provide library services to its residents.  The library is 

looking for sponsors to assist with expenses for the conversion of the vehicle.  Any interested 

individuals or organizations may call the library for more information at 361-592-6381.  The 

public library extends a most sincere “thank you” to the city and county officials for their support 

with this project. The Robert J. Kleberg Express Library is tentatively set to debut October 2013.  
  

Children’s Summer Program Going Strong  

The 2012 Summer Reading and Activity Programs are going great and are already half way 

through, but more fun is still ahead for the participants.  The young readers have truly outdone 

themselves with the new “score keeping” method of counting minutes read instead of the number 

of books.  So far, eighty children have participated in the Ultimate Pizza Challenge, turning in a 

total of 183 reading logs.  The Ultimate Pizza Challenge now stands at over 47,000 minutes read 

and the participants will very likely reach the goal of 50,000 by the end of June.   Readers have 

until July 20
th

 to turn in reading logs, so it’s not too late to start reading, turn in a reading log, 

and be among those children who already qualify to attend the Ultimate Pizza Challenge Pizza 

Party sponsored by Pizza Hut.  Just a reminder: Readers must have turned in at least one 

completed reading log to attend the reward Pizza Party scheduled for July 25.  For more details, 

please call the library at 592-6381. 


